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becomes homely and drops the heavenly air. The upward
look, therefore, is not in fact realised except through the
attraction of objective character above us: other minds
beyond our station, minds expressing our possibility but
transcending our actuality, rust call this sentiment into life;
and its title to the originality I have assigned to it depends
on this question: whether it can go before the subjective
moral consciousness; or whether it must wait upon this and
fellow it. This question is, perhaps, sufficiently determined
by the remarks formerly made and referred to above. Had
we no moral nature, it would certainly be in vam to exhibit
before us moral phenomena; and did our moral nature
come, at a given point, to a dead stop, manifestations of
what lay beyond that limit would be also futile; just as you
cannot make a revelation to your dog. But, in order to
appreciate a type of character, it is not necessary that we
should have personally passed through it; be it only possible
to us, the key is within us; on the principle that we in-
tuitively interpret the natural language of eveiy human
emotion, though we should see the sign ere we have felt
what is signified. Now, mysteriously as the inner self-
knowledge and the outer sympathy act and react, it appears
certain that the objective exhibition of higher goodness is
the most powerful means of developing the latent sense of,
it; that secret shame and nobler hope for ourselves flow
down upon us from the greatness and sanctity of our
spiritual superiors; and that our personal ideal stretches
wider, like their own shadow, with the stature of the beings
we behold. If this be so, then the Reverence which passes
outward and looks upward, may have priority to the sense
of obligation which springs from inward comparison and
self-knowledge.

But we may advance yet a step further, and say, that even
independently of actual and visible heroes or saints on
whom this sentiment may fix when they are present, it finds
for itself the means of exerfise; goes forth in faith upon
invisible objects, and discerns, behind the veil of the actual,